Trypanosoma cruzi: studies on the reactivity of antibodies bound to the surface of blood forms at the early phase of infection.
The specificity and reactivity of antibodies bound to the surface of Trypanosoma cruzi blood forms at the very early acute phase of murine infection was investigated. Surface-bound antibodies of the IgG and IgM isotypes were recovered from blood forms upon incubation at 37 degrees C. The eluted antibodies immunoprecipitated several trypomastigote surface polypeptides from 80 to 100 kDa. In contrast, for epimastigotes a very faint reactivity was detected only for antigens of 50 and 95 kDa. The shed antibodies promoted in vitro complement-mediated lysis of live blood forms and reacted with fixed trypomastigotes by immunofluorescence. Thus, blood forms are already coated with active trypomastigote-specific antibodies with a potential role in the host defense, although the low levels of serum antibodies have prevented the demonstration of humoral protection at the early stages of infection.